“Get the Story Straight”
A Children’s Christmas Musical

Written by Penny Chou

Mission connection:  When advertising, ask the audience to bring a “baby gift for Jesus” to the play.  At the end, they will bring them up to the communion rail.  The Missions Committee can decide who to give the gifts to, perhaps Kingdom House.

Kids walk into the sanctuary in twos (older one with a younger one) and sit in front pews while someone plays “The First Noel” (UMH 245).
Scene 1

(Mary and the sheep go on stage.  Mary carries a shepherd’s staff.)

Mary and the sheep sing “Mary Had a Little Lamb” a capella.

Narrator:  No she didn’t!

(Mary and the sheep look surprised.)

Sheep #1:  Then what did she have?

Narrator:  Mary had a baby.  (sheep look surprised; Mary smiles)

Sheep #2:  Who was its daddy?

Narrator:  It was a baby boy and God was its daddy.  But Joseph took Mary as his wife and helped her to take care of the baby.  (Joseph steps onto the stage and stands by Mary, smiling.)

Sheep #3:  What did they name Him?

Narrator:  An angel told them to name Him Jesus.  (Angel steps onto stage and waves at the sheep.)

Sheep #4:  Why did God send this special baby?

Narrator:  God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.

(Sheep start randomly baa-ing.  Mary and Joseph go to the manger scene in the corner and sit around the manger in which there is a baby Jesus.  Angel leaves the stage.  One sheep sneaks into the choir loft, puts on a black shirt, then returns.)
Scene 2

(Sheep move to one side of the stage.  Shepherds come to the other side of the stage, facing the sheep.)

Shepherds sing to the sheep:  Baa, baa black sheep, have you any wool?

Sheep respond:  Yes sir, yes sir, three bags full.  One for my master, one for my dame, and one for the little boy who lives in Bethlehame.

Narrator:  No, no, no!  That’s not how the shepherds fit into the story!

(Shepherds and sheep look surprised.  Shepherds put their fists on their hips and look confused.)

Shepherd #1:  I thought that maybe the shepherds used their sheep wool to make a blanket for the baby Jesus.

Narrator:  Maybe, but they played a much bigger role than that.  (Shepherds stand up straighter and look proud.)

Shepherd #2:  Did we fight the lions that were going to attack the baby Jesus?  (brandishing his shepherd’s staff)

Narrator:  No, but you did have to be brave.

Shepherd #3:  We’re not afraid of anything!

(Angels come on stage and shepherds cower.)

Angel #1 (older child):  Don’t be afraid!  I bring you good news that will bring joy to all people.  The Savior – yes, the Messiah, the Lord – has been born today in Bethlehem.  You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.
All of the Angels together:  Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace.
Everyone on stage except the shepherds sing to the shepherds the refrain of “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” UMH 251.

Shepherd #4:  Let’s go and find the baby Jesus.  

(Shepherds walk to the manger scene, then to their seats in the pew while the refrain of “Go Tell It on the Mountain” is played once more as an instrumental piece.  Angels exit the stage on the other side and go to their seats.)
Scene 3
(Mary, Joseph, and the narrator remain on stage, but everyone else should be off.  King Herod is sitting on is throne on stage.  Need to cast a big ham as King Herod.)

3 magi dance onto stage while a drum beats the rhythm for “Old King Cole.”  (I can’t imagine who could do this better than Noah, Matthew, and Dagon.)

3 magi recite together:  Old King Cole was a merry old soul, and a merry old soul was he.  He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl and he called for his fiddlers three.

Narrator:  Old King Cole might have been a merry old soul, but King Herod was not!

(Magi look surprised.  Herod grins evilly.)

King Herod sings a solo:  Twinkle, twinkle, little star, how I wonder what you are.  Up above the world so high, like a diamond in the sky, twinkle, twinkle, little star, how I wonder what you are.

3 magi (scared, talking to Herod):  We are following the star to see the King of the Jews who has been born.

King Herod (winking or wiggling his eyebrows):  I’d like to see him too.  When you find him, let me know where he is.

Narrator:  The magi found the baby Jesus and gave Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  Then they returned to their homes by another route.

(3 magi take their gifts to the manger scene an one at a time kneel down and present their gifts.  Then they walk  off stage.  Herod leaves by the side steps.)

Scene 4
(Narrator walks over to the manger scene and asks to hold baby Jesus.  Mary hands baby Jesus to the narrator who then sings “Rock-a-bye Baby.”  Mary and Joseph shake their heads “no” during the song.)
Joseph:  That’s not how it goes.  (He motions the rest of the cast to join him on stage.)  Help me out here.  (Entire cast comes onto the stage, near the manger scene, but facing the audience.  Herod lags behind, then looks at the audience, shrugs, nad joins the rest of the cast on stage.)  All sing first 2 verses of “Away in a Manger,” UMH 217.

Narrator:  (addressing audience) Please join us in singing “Silent Night” (UMH 239) together.  If you have brought a baby gift, you may bring it up to the communion rail during the song. 
Sing 4 verses of “Silent Night.”  Then children bow for applause.  Afterward, actors stand in place while director thanks everyone and invites everyone to Fellowship Hall for Jesus’ birthday cake.  Children process by two’s while someone plays “Joy to the World,” UMH 246.  
